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The First Smart City?
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Makers & Hackers as (More) Democratic System Makers
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FLOAT in Beijing (a mapping and open source data 
visualisation project using air quality sensing kites). 
Through participation in local kite flying networks, this 
crowd funded project helps residents to monitor and act on 
air quality 

‘ReRouteAVL Hackathon’ in Asheville North Carolina 
where coders and activists brainstormed ideas for 
improving local transport options and then quickly turned 
them into technology solutions that made use of public 
data on bikeways, greenways and real-time bus data (a 
previous hackathon had focused on resolving local hunger 
through identification and resolution of food deserts) 
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A Positive Impact on Sustainability



Cities Exert a Powerful Impact on Innovation
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What Does the Future Hold?

Cities as habitats for sharing & participation

Cities as the new creative commons

Cities as connected knowledge networks

Cities as open systems of engagement

Cities as sources of agglomeration advantage

Cities as facilitators of stability & inclusion 



New Forms of Innovation Powered by Software
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Composition Not CodingNo Need for Factories or Shops

3D printed “social plastic” from The Plasticbank A “service composition” hackathon for Indian entrepreneurs



The Future
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